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Homesteading with Mike & Leah: 

Phase I – Researching Your Land Patent



We Must Fight
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpH5L8zCtSk



Warrior Dividends for Military
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Housekeeping
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Q’s Process: Three Phases 

I.   Researching Your Land Patent 

II.  Public Notice and Filing 

III. Defending Your Homestead 



Phase I – Researching Your Land Patent
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Government Record Keepers

1.  Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

2.  Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan  
      (MCL 565.301) 

3.  Michigan Secretary of State (MCL 565.301)



Phase I – Researching Your Land Patent
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Non-Governmental Record Keepers

1.  Historical Societies

2. Local Libraries 

3. Family Genealogies 

4. Others? 



1. Bureau of Land Management

7



1. Bureau of Land Management

8



1. Bureau of Land Management

9
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1. Bureau of Land Management
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W1/2 E1/2 NE1/4 SW1/4
10 Acres

Section

2640 ft. 
or 40 chains

(for half a section)



1. Bureau of Land Management
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W1/2 E1/2 NE1/4 SW1/4
[of Section 1-36]

10 Acres



1. Bureau of Land Management
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1. Bureau of Land Management
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1. Bureau of Land Management
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1. Bureau of Land Management

25



1. Bureau of Land Management
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Section 15
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NW 1/4

SW 
1/4
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1/4
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2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan
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- MCL 565.301(1): ”It shall be the duty of the 
registers of deeds, in the several counties of this 
state, to receive for record, and record all patents of 
lands, from the United States, or this state, or any 
copy thereof, …”



2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan
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- MCL 565.501(1): ”That the county commissioners 
of the respective counties of this state, be, and they 
are hereby authorized, if in the opinion of the 
commissioners they shall deem it necessary, to 
cause the registers of their respective counties, to 
prepare a general index to all books in their offices, 
used for the purpose of recording deeds, mortgages 
and other instruments, …



2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan
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- MCL 565.501(1): ”… in order that the records 
containing the title of lands, may the more easily 
be preserved, and a search of said records, to 
ascertain such title, facilitated; and the said 
registers shall receive for their compensation such 
sum as the county commissioners may deem just 
and right.”



3. Michigan Secretary of State
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- MCL 565.301(1): ”… and it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of state of this state, to record all patents 
of lands issued by this state, in suitable records; …”
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