Homesteading with Mike & Leah:
Phase I - Researching Your Land Patent

Bards, Rise!

12/18/2025



We Must Fight

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpH5L8zCtSk




Warrior Dividends for Military

Trump Announces $1,776 ‘Warrior Dividends’



Housekeeping

Q’s Process: Three Phases

. Researching Your Land Patent
Il. Public Notice and Filing

I1l. Defending Your Homestead



Phase | — Researching Your Land Patent

Government Record Keepers

1. Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan
(MCL 565.301)

3. Michigan Secretary of State (MCL 565.301)



Phase | — Researching Your Land Patent

Non-Governmental Record Keepers

1. Historical Societies
2. Local Libraries
3. Family Genealogies

4. Others?



1. Bureau of Land Management

glorecords.bim.gov

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MAN Rk ~Pogod [0

/ﬁ Search Documents Reference Center Support Pathfinder

The Official Federal Land Records Site

Welcome to the Bureau of Land Management(BLM), General Land Office (GLO) Records Automation web site. We
provide live access to Federal land conveyance records for the Public Land States, including image access to more
than five million Federal land title records issued between 1788 and the present. We also have images of survey
plats and field notes, land status records, and control document index records. Due to organization of documents
in the GLO collection, this site does not currently contain every Federal title record issued for the Public Land
States.

Land Patents Federal Land Patents offer researchers a source of information on e - .
the initial transfer of land titles from the Federal government to W 0 SR Mutes o Bnvten
individuals. In addition to verifying title transfer, this information o goreiyess
will allow the researcher to associate an individual (Patentee, ety e g ot ek R Rk
Assignee, Warrantee, Widow, or Heir) with a specific location (Legal S
Land Description) and time (Issue Date). We have a variety of Land A R ARG o
Patents on our site, including Cash Entry, Homestead and Military Phonecta et apuid bcJin APt b depu bpusdpesms Rl fioy Bt o
Warrant patents. -

T o s wivm dhen prvmnts Aal o, Grating:
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Survey Plats and Survey plats are part of the official record of a cadastral survey. Surveying is the
Field Notes art and science of measuring the land to locate the limits of an owner's interest
thereon. A cadastral survey is a survey which creates, marks, defines, retraces or
re-establishes the boundaries and subdivisions of Federal Lands of the United




1. Bureau of Land Management
U.S. PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM

: ) TOWNSHIP GRID
& PLSS i her SYSTem Of gnds Of Py i Working from a principal meridan and baseline,
decreOSing |Ond ared . the surveyor marks off the township lines into
g grids of 36 square miles.
» Standard lines: principal 8t
meridians and baselines TR T
-¢" N Initisd Pount
- Y28 & TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE ) WEST
- Townships and ranges & o[«
S '|' &|s R RS SECTION 14
. Sections 7 T EN SO
Wl || n \e H :4; //é :Nioiﬂl:
- Quarter sections (Q) A fd B \" R e
NN |N|M|8\» f* lf b
+ Quarter Quarter sections (QQ) =
B é,,,. lcwuu
: QUO.rTer ngrter QUOrfer Townships are futher divided into sections of | square mile \‘..,)>t°" m!
SeCTlonS (QQQ) (640 acres). Sections are then numbered from | to 36. .
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Fractional Section Breakdown

NORTH 1/2
001
WEST 1/2 EAST 1/2
004 002
SOUTH 1/2
003
3
g N1/2 =001 E1/2 =002
H 8§1/2=003 W1l/2 =004
IS s nw Nw NE
bl 440 410 140 110
Nw NE o "o
400 loo W sE L sE
430 420 130 120
How to Read a Land Survey
w NE Nw NE
sW p- 340 310 240 210
300 200 sw SE
5w | 4 sw sE
330 320 230 220
NE 1/4 = 100 NE 1/40of NE1/4 =110
SE 1/4 = 200 SW1/40of NE 1/4 =130
SW 1/4 = 300 SE 1/40fSW 1/4 = 320

NW 1/4 = 400 NW 1/4 of NW 1/4 = 440 9
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Legal Method of Describing Fractional Parts of a Section

LEGAL SUBDIVISIONS

2840 # 2840 # OF SECT/ON
or 40 chains
& . 9
- . fSec.co- &o/ca T S0|Ch.
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- IA’ - I- N‘El‘/ NW /. - S - SCC Co,- ‘\wakr 40 Ch 4 Ch.
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SULINWYofsWYy, (2 |12 |ZT 37| = = N % 160 ac. :
g 20 Acres == ;- ;- w o bl: & SWENES SEFXNET
Z w L g =P =g F0oc. | GFOac.
1320 f1. ] =2 i’é‘ il of SE ﬁ '
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13201 680 f 660 11, 132011, & é S 20 CA. 20 Ch. é
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Legal Method of Describing Fractional Parts of a Section

DRAD f 2640 #t

2640 ft . or 40 chains

or 40 chamf. - NIL o W .
(for half a section) 2 80 Acres y

2640 11, Northeast Quarter -

1820 ft. 660 ft 660 fi. 160 Acres £
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Legal Method of Describing Fractional Parts of a Section

DRAD ft RAOR
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; : 2 g
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1. Bureau of Land Management

U,S. DEPARTMENT OF TNE INTERIUR‘.

The Official Federal Land Records Site
Welcome ta the Buredu of Lang Managemont(BLM), General Land Dffice (GLO) R

Automation web site. We

provide Lve access ta Federal Land conveyance rocands for the Public Land States, Inclu 2 mare <
than five s Foderal Land thtie roconds Issucd botwoon 1788 and the presont. Wee 350 hawe Images of survey 7,
plats and fictd notes, land st records, and control document Index reconds. Duc ta arganization of documents 0

the GLO collecticn,

is site does no¢ currencly contain cwery Federal title record lssued for the Public Land Seates.
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Land Patents Fedoral Land Patents offer resoarchers 3 souece of Infarmation an —
the initial transfer of land titkes from the Federal povernment to
ndivicuaiz. In 35ition to verifying title transfer, this Information -

wilt aliow the researcher to associate an individuat (Pazentce, T =
Assignee, W , Widow, o Hefr) with 3 specific location (Legal
Lanc Description) and time {lszue Date). We have 3 variety of Land
Patents o our site, Including Cash Entry, Homestead and Mititary
Warrant patents.

Survey Plats and Survey plats are part of the official record of 3 cadastral survey. Surveying & 1
Field Notes ant and Kclence of messurieg the Land t6 locate the imits of 3n awners Inorest
thereon. A cadastral survey 5 3 survey which Creates, marks, defines, retraces or
re-cstablishes the Boundarics and suddvizions of Foderal Lands of the United
States. The survey plat & the graphic drawing of the boundancs invalved with 3
particular sarvey projoct, and containg the official Aorcage to Be used In the
legal cescription.

{ process, and {ting ALLH the Individuals wha paTicpaIcs In the

Land Status Land Status Roconds are wsed by BLM Western Seate Offiees ta
Records documess the c of 3 tawnship's Foderal and private land et
regardng ¢ , and Lsage. These documents include = =
Moster Thie Plats, which a6 3 composite of 3 Federal surveys foc 3
townahip. Other Land Status Records inchuce Lse Flats, Historcal
indices, and Suppiemental Plats.

Cootrol Docume The cootro Oocumant Index facides BL dicumores hat afect o v afected the conrol, Bemtation, of resriction
Index Records of public tand and resou documents Nckuce pubiic Laws, matioes, . CDI documents have
e kgt co micrafim Sincé (2 19507, Dt are now Being Seanned and TkCd 1o CREXING G reconds from
LR2000 ca

Tract Books

act Books are wsed by BLM Eastorn State Offices 2 the hasic inces
for public Land tRlc rescarch. Tract Bocks are simely Lstings of all
the tramactions iwalvieg u'w.‘-mi public Gands - by State or
. range, section, and subcivisions. Today,

62 orign, Coneral Land
States. showing bow, when, a0d to whom tkie

szed from the U 5 In the States of
Florcn, tinats. inians, 10w, Louons,  Michigan, Wncsota,
Missouri, Mssissiopt, 0o, and Wicons:

ﬁ Catal The Land Catalog agplication allows he piicio ¥ =t
e Cat vy e for Pents, urvoy, Land Sk ocords, %

DI Document 2000 Case Recardation &
Eana Stals repcrts u/xl::ca ks e
Cownanip. This apptication S5 data
ayer for and 2 drcprdown soirck mons !uu\th
navigation from a State, Meridian, aed Township
perspective.
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glorecords.blm.gov/LandCatalog/Catalog
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U.S. PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM

: ) TOWNSHIP GRID
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decreOSing |Ond ared . the surveyor marks off the township lines into
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glorecords.bim.gov

Land Patents Fodoral Land Patents offer rescarchers 3 s0uce of Information an =
the nitial transfer of land tities fram the Fedoral government to

1. Bureau of Land Management

U,S. DEPARTMENT OF TNE INTERIUR‘.

The Official Federal Land Records Site
Welcome ta the Buredu of Lang Managemont(BLM), General Land Dffice (GLO) R

Automation web site. We

provide Lve access ta Federal Land conveyance rocands for the Public Land States, Inclu 2 mare <
than five s Foderal Land thtie roconds Issucd botwoon 1788 and the presont. Wee 350 hawe Images of survey 7,
plats and fictd notes, land st records, and control document Index reconds. Duc ta arganization of documents 0

the GLO collecticn,

is site does no¢ currencly contain cwery Federal title record lssued for the Public Land Seates.

%,

i %
gyt o
IIH,& AN L

indivicusis. In acdithon to verifying title transfer, this Information —
wilt allow the researcher to assochate an individuat (Pazenece, T =
Assignec, W , Widow, o Heir) with a specific locaticn (Legal
Lanc Description) and time {lssue Date). We have 2 varicty of Laed
Patents o our site, Including Cash Entry, Homestead and Miitary
Warrant patents.

Survey Plats and Survey plats are part of the official record of 3 cadastral survey. Surveying & 1
Field Notes ant and Kclence of messurieg the Land t6 locate the imits of 3n awners Inorest
thereon. A cadastral survey 5 3 survey which Creates, marks, defines, retraces or
re-cstablishes the Boundarics and suddvizions of Foderal Lands of the United
States. The survey plat & the graphic drawing of the boundancs invalved with 3
particular sarvey projoct, and containg the official Aorcage to Be used In the
legal cescription.

{ process, and {ting ALLH the Individuals wha paTicpaIcs In the

Land Status Land Status Roconds are wsed by BLM Western Seate Offiees ta
Records documess the c of 3 tawnship's Foderal and private land et
regardng ¢ , and Lsage. These documents include = =
Moster Thie Plats, which a6 3 composite of 3 Federal surveys foc 3
townahip. Other Land Status Records inchuce Lse Flats, Historcal
indices, and Suppiemental Plats.

Cootrol Docume The cootro Oocumant Index facides BL dicumores hat afect o v afected the conrol, Bemtation, of resriction
Index Records of public tand and resou documents Nckuce pubiic Laws, matioes, . CDI documents have
e kgt co micrafim Sincé (2 19507, Dt are now Being Seanned and TkCd 1o CREXING G reconds from
LR2000 ca

Tract Books

act Books are wsed by BLM Eastorn State Offices 2 the hasic inces
for public Land tRlc rescarch. Tract Bocks are simely Lstings of all
the tramactions iwalvieg u'w.‘-mi public Gands - by State or
. range, section, and subcivisions. Today,

62 orign, Coneral Land
States. showing bow, when, a0d to whom tkie

szed from the U 5 In the States of
Florcn, tinats. inians, 10w, Louons,  Michigan, Wncsota,
Missouri, Mssissiopt, 0o, and Wicons:

c The Land Catalog agplication allows he piicio ¥ =t

e Cat vy e for Pents, urvoy, Land Sk ocords, %
DI Documen 2000 Case Recardation &
Cana Siatcs reserts u/xl::cd nith3 spectic
townahip. This apotication S5 data
Layer for 30 3 drop down search men s
navigation from a State, Merldian, 30 Township
perzpective.
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25 glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx?searchTabindex=08searchByTypelndex=0
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEME

BRIVATE CLAIMS

e e L R |

/ﬁ Search Documents Reference Center Support Pathfinder

P Search Documents
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_I Search Documents By Type

Patents »
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0 Our Patent database 1s currently down for maintenance. Please try again later.

CDI

Tract Books
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Printer Friendly a

Patents ’ -
Image = Accession Names 1] Date Doc# | State Meridian | Twp-Rng County
) MW-0236-483 L%cmpaeu, ANN, 8/1/1859 18162 1A 5th PM DBSN - 023W Story
— =] CAMPBELL, DAVID
085N - 023W Story
MW-0013-348 gwusowmz 10/1/1856 8277 1A 5th PM 0BSN - 023W Story
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- S DBSN - 023W Story
MW-0236-474 =] STEWART, JOSEPH B, 9/1/1859 39945 A Sth PM 0BSN - 023W Story
5] PATTEN, JOSEPH,
& PATTON, JOSEPH O8SN - 023W  SEWWNW 10 Story
h MW-00173-342 %anson, WILLIAM, 10/1/1856  BS59%4 A Sth PM DBSN - 023W WYaNE Y 10 Story
= sl im! ) DEREL = e
ROLLINS, JOSE DBSN - 023W NW'%SEY 10 Story
) MW-0013-343 %wnson, WILLIAM, 10/1/1856 11123 1A Sth PM 085N - 023W EVaNEY% 10 Story
 YOWNSMI 2 SOUTH, RANGE ) WEST it OBSN - 023W  NEVGSE% 10 Story
slslalsla]y |Mw0013344 F] WILSON, WILLIAM, 10/1/1856 3271 1A Sth PM D85N - 023W SV4SEY 10 Story
. ¥ HYER, WILLIAM
? L] ] i) n °2
" ) " " 1 1)
) J X n 2 "
» ) » D »
n p by n a 3 w 75
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2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan

- MCL 565.301(1): ”It shall be the duty of the
registers of deeds, in the several counties of this
state, to receive for record, and record all patents of

lands, from the United States, or this state, or any
copy thereof, ...”



2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan

- MCL 565.501(1): “That the county commissioners
of the respective counties of this state, be, and they
are hereby authorized, if in the opinion of the
commissioners they shall deem it necessary, to
cause the registers of their respective counties, to
prepare a general index to all books in their offices,
used for the purpose of recording deeds, mortgages
and other instruments, ...




2. Register of Deeds for each county in Michigan

- MCL 565.501(1): ”... in order that the records
containing the title of lands, may the more easily
be preserved, and a search of said records, to
ascertain such title, facilitated; and the said
registers shall receive for their compensation such
sum as the county commissioners may deem just

and right.”



3. Michigan Secretary of State

- MCL 565.301(1): "... and it shall be the duty of the
secretary of state of this state, to record all patents
of lands issued by this state, in suitable records; ...”
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